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CURRICULUM FOR CLASSES 

Short Course 

Grades 1-6 

1. Meet the Animals of the Torah! 

2. What Makes An Animal Kosher? 

3. Where Do Shofars Come From? 

 

Grades 7-12 

1. The Wonderful World of Animals 

Exploring the marvels of the natural world, with a particular focus on those creatures which 

are highlighted in Scripture and Talmud for their wondrous characteristics. 

2. Biblical, Israeli and World Wildlife 

The concept and historical context of Biblical zoology – differentiating between animals of 

the Bible, animals of modern-day Israel, and animals of other parts of the world, and how 

this relates to Jewish history and Jewish identity. 

3. The Laws of Kosher Creatures 

A survey of the laws of kosher vs. non-kosher mammals, birds, fishes, and insects, with 

astonishing examples from throughout the animal kingdom. 

4. Beasts & Birds of Prey 

A presentation on the identities and symbolism of various predators in Scripture and 

Midrash, including lions, hyenas, eagles, and more!  

5. The Creeping Creatures 

A look at the small animals of the Torah and their significance, with lots of live specimens! 

6. Horns, Shells and Shofars 

Which horns can be made into shofars, and why? What others biological artefacts are 

relevant to Judaism? This presentation features the world’s largest collection of shofars from 

different species. 
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In-Depth Topics for Grades 9-12, College Students and Adults 

I. Biblical and Talmudic Zoology 

1. The Animal Kingdom in Jewish Thought 
A standalone presentation that surveys a variety of different aspects of the animal kingdom 

in Jewish Thought. Ideal for synagogue groups with a variety of different audience ages. 

2. Biblical, Israeli and World Wildlife  
The concept and historical context of Biblical zoology – differentiating between animals of 

the Bible, animals of modern-day Israel, and animals of other parts of the world, and how 

this relates to Jewish history and Jewish identity. 

3. Behold the Behemoth and Look Upon the Leviathan 
A profound look at the identity and symbolism of the mysterious Behemoth and Leviathan in 

the Book of Job and the Midrash. 

4. The Lion King 
The significance of the lion, mentioned more times in Scripture than all other wild animals 

put together, with some surprising revelations from modern zoology. 

5. Beware the Bear 
The significance of the bear as it appears in Scripture and Midrash, with the latest zoological 

studies shedding light on the centrality of the bear to the Purim story. 

6. The Brazen Leopard and the Meek Cheetah 
Two spotted cats, the leopard and cheetah, and their significance in the Bible, the Talmud, 

and the Chanukah story 

7. Day of the Hyena 
A look at the redeeming features of this much-maligned creature. Its portrayal by Disney is 

contrasted with its portrayal in the Talmud. 

8. Deer, Harts and Hinds 
Untangling the confusion surrounding deer and similar animals in the Bible, as well as a look 

at their symbolism, and the amazing story of their return to the wild. 

9. The Legend of the Unicorn 
An exploration into different unicorns that seem to be described in the Torah, including the 

re'em, the tachash, and the keres, and their real-life possible identities. Also featuring a 

discussion about the giraffe. 

10. The Camel, the Hare and the Hyrax 
A detailed analysis of the topic of animals with one kosher sign, which is used by some as 

evidence for the Torah's divine origins and by others as evidence against it. 

11. The Birds  
The symbolism of eagles, storks, and other birds in Torah literature. The Biblical episode of 

the quail sheds important light on the nature of miracles in general, and modern zoology in 

turn sheds much light on this. 
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12. Ostriches, the Jerusalem of Africa, and the Evil Eye 
The curious story of the ostrich in Scripture, Talmud, and diverse episodes of Jewish history. 

13. Raptors and Jewish Hawking 
The fascinating story of birds of prey, falconry and its role in Scriptural exegesis and Jewish 

history. 

14. Perek Shirah: Nature's Song 
A look at Perek Shirah, the ancient midrash that assigns verses from Scripture to various 

elements of the natural world, thereby teaching lessons on life and the universe. 

15. The Eight Creeping Creatures 
A survey of the identities and fascinating natures of the eight reptiles and small mammals 

that are listed in the Bible as transmitting spiritual impurity. 

16. Awesome Elephants and Amazing Monkeys 
Insights into the characteristics of these extraordinary creatures as reflected in Jewish law 

and thought.  

17. Bizarre Bugs 
A fascinating exploration that shows how creatures that appear so lowly and mundane can 

be a source of tremendous inspiration. 

18. The Laws of Kosher Creatures: Mammals 
A survey of the principles governing which mammals are kosher, with a special look at the 

intriguing cases of elk and giraffe. 

19. The Laws of Kosher Creatures: Birds & Eggs 
A survey of the laws of kosher birds and kosher eggs. Why is a turkey kosher, if there is no 

tradition for it being eaten? Why is an egg of a kosher bird permissible as food, and why do 

we never see a hechsher on eggs to certify that they come from kosher birds? 

20. The Laws of Kosher Creatures: Fish and the Secret of the Stincus 
The "Stincus Marinus" is a bizarre creature cited in medieval halachic literature as a 

challenge to the Talmud's laws of kosher fish. What is this creature, and does it indeed 

present a problem? 

21. The Laws of Kosher Creatures: Locusts 
A practical kashrus guide! There are some Jewish communities that eat locusts - why and 

how do they do this, and why do others refrain? Is it permissible for someone to adopt their 

custom? 

22. Exotic Shofars 
A halachic discussion of the laws of shofar, using examples from a wide variety of species. 

23. Seashells and the Mystery of the Chilazon 
Seashells exhibit stunning diversity of form, texture and color. One of them is the Chilazon, 

source of the Techelet dye used for the Temple – but which? 

24. Serpents and Snakes 
A study of the identities and significance of the snake of the Garden Eden, the snake that 

Moses and Aharon’s staffs became, and other serpents of Scripture. 
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II. Man and Animals 

The following classes are not related to museum exhibits 

1. Man versus Animals 
An important discussion of man's status vis-a-vis the animal kingdom. What does man have 

in common with animals, and what is it exactly that distinguished him from them? Given the 

latest insights from zoology, the answer is not as simple as it may seem. 

2. The Jewish Conservationist 
Why is it important to save animals from extinction? The normal reasons about the global 

ecosystem do not apply to animals in isolated ecosystems. This presentation analyzes Jewish 

perspectives on this topic and ends up with a surprising conclusion. 

3. Animal Lovers 
If being kind to animals makes you into a better person, why do we see animal lovers who 

are not good people? This presentation explores several aspects to this problem, as well as 

the opposite question of why there are religious Jews who are not kind to animals. 

4. Laws of Sensitivity to Animals 
A study of the nineteen Scriptural commandments that relate to sensitivity to animals in 

different ways - sensitivity to physical pain, emotional distress, the value of animal life, and 

the role of animals in our own lives. 

5. Jewish Pets 
Does Judaism approve of keeping pets? What factors are there to consider? And when 

keeping a pet, what are the relevant laws and principles that apply? 

6. Is a Good Jew a Vegetarian? 
A balanced and comprehensive study of vegetarianism in Jewish sources. 

7. Animals on Trial 
Can an animal commit a sin? An analysis of the philosophy behind the practice of sentencing 

animals in Torah courts. 

8. Utilizing Animals 
When are we allowed to inflict pain upon animals, and why? Can we hunt them? Experiment 

on them? Exterminate them? Wear their fur or skin? 

III. Science 

The following classes are not related to museum exhibits 

1. The Challenge of Dinosaurs 
A unique presentation on Judaism, dinosaurs, and the age of the universe. 

2. Untangling Evolution 
An original and analytical approach to a famous topic, very different from any other. This is a 

complex and lengthy presentation that is best done in two or three sessions. 
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3. Sacred Monsters 
A fascinating investigation into the dragons, griffins, phoenix, centaurs and mermaids that 

are discussed in the Talmud and Midrash. Are these creatures real, and if not, what are we 

to make of them? 

4. Spontaneous Generation 
Are there mice that grow in the mud? Or lice that develop from dust? What about creatures 

that grow on trees? This presentation explores these and other cases of spontaneous 

generation in Torah sources. 

5. The Challenge of Ptolemy 
Did the Sages of the Talmud believe the world to be flat? In the Talmudic era, the rabbis 

faced a challenge from Ptolemy in astronomy. The way that they coped with it is remarkably 

different from how it is commonly portrayed. 

6. The Challenge of Copernicus 
It was not just the Church that felt threatened by heliocentrism - in the Jewish world, there 

was also vehement opposition, and with good reason. A look at the reaction to the "new 

astronomy." 


